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BRANCH 100TH ANNIVERSARY
100 members and friends attended the 100th anniversary of our branch on the exact day 23rd September at the Telegraph Hotel, Corporation Street, Coventry, (Formally The Coventry Evening Telegraph). Ann and I decided to catch the bus from the top end of Coundon to arrive in time right outside the Telegraph Hotel. This was the wrong decision, waiting for the bus that never turned up, dressed in suit and finery we had to virtually run the 2 miles into town and arrived just in time to down a drink and cool down before sitting down to an excellent three course dinner and inclusive wine. There was a loyal toast to the new King made by our President Gordon Meredith GM. Our secretary Nigel Bird put together a continuous slide show of old Coventry City Police photographs. After an address by myself lots of catching up with old colleagues took place with members coming from distant places including Gordon and Jane Moore from California, USA.

The hotel did us proud and could not have been more helpful in accommodating us. I would be surprised if this was to be our last visit there.

We cannot of course forget the other anniversary events which have taken place. The first in Kenilworth with a coffee and cake morning. A coach outing to the National Arboretum following by a meal at the local pub. In August a cream Tea at the Weston Hall.  All very well attended.

Our Christmas event this year takes the form of a skittles game and meal at the Ansty Working Mens Club. This Christmas get together is now SOLD OUT.
POLICE CONSTABLE GAVIN CARLTON
MONDAY 19TH DECEMBER marks the 34th anniversary of the death of Gavin. We will be holding a short service at 11.00am at the memorial stone dedicated to him in Torrington Avenue, near to the junction with Nickson Road, Canley, Coventry.  The Rev. Claire McArthur will be officiating the service.

Gavin was one of several officers who responded to a call to two men who had committed a robbery at the Midland Bank in Tile Hill Village. Gavin followed the getaway car into Torrington Avenue. A shot was fired at him causing him to swerve and mount the pavement. Gavin’s car became lodged on a bollard as he tried to reverse. A further shot was fired at point blank range.  YOU ARE ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND  
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FATAL SHOOTING OF 

POLICE CONSTABLE PETER CHARLES GUTHERIE QPM
Peter Guthrie was shot and fatally wounded in the early hours of 22nd July 1972 having responded to an alarm call at a gun shop in Far Gosford Street, Coventry. His killer who had decided to ‘kill a copper’ was convicted of murder. He visited the gun shop on a number of occasions on the preceding day, contrived that the store failed in its duty to secure the weapon, broke into the shop knowing it would trigger the alarm, and then lay in wait with a loaded pump action shotgun. Peter was posthumously awarded the Queen’s Police Medal for Gallantry. The day before his 21st birthday Peter married and Peter and his wife began their lives together in their new home. Just seven weeks later Peter was killed doing the job he loved.

The POLICE MEMORIAL TRUST honoured Peter by placing a memorial plaque near to where he fell to remind us of the ultimate sacrifice Peter made for the community he served. The plaque was unveiled by Mrs Michael Winner, Chair of the Police Memorial Trust and the widow of Peter. A memorial service was held at his graveside prior to the unveiling with serving and retired officers from the Warwickshire and West Midlands Forces together with their honour guards attending. Mrs. Winner on behalf of the trust presented our branch with a miniature of the plaque which will be displayed in the museum.

WALKING SECTION.  ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME ALONG
Our Christmas and 97th walk is on Thursday 1st December. Meet 10.00am for 10.15am start at the Smithy Inn, 1 Green Lane, Church Lawford, Warwickshire, CV23 9EF. Permission to park at the Inn has been gained. This easy walk of approximately 4 miles is on quiet country lanes with no stiles and only slight hills. There is one small section of grass verge near the start of the walk which could be muddy and you may wish to wear boots or strong shoes. There is the opportunity of refreshment after the walk for a meal or snack at reasonable prices, or just a drink. We have the garden room at the rear of the premises reserved for us. If you wish to join us after the walk please let me know.

Details of further walks can be obtained from me, Ben Whitehouse, usual Telephone number.
POLICE POP UP MUSEUM
The Pop Up Museum in Hertford Precinct, Coventry has re-opened following a closure due to the front window pane getting smashed by a ‘lovely person’ late at night. At the time of writing there has been over 8500 visitors. The museum is due to stay open until spring/summer 2023 when demolition of the property takes place.  Discussion is still taking place between the Force and Coventry City Council as to where in the Council House the museum will be relocated.  It is with deep sadness that one of our volunteers Stephen Turner passed away. He will be sorely missed and our condolences go to his wife and family. The museum is open Fridays and Saturdays 10.00am to 3.00pm and Thursdays during school holidays. Please visit us as the more footfall there is the better chance of keeping the museum in Coventry.
BLUE LIGHT BREAKFASTS
Graham McCombie was invited to our last committee meeting on 20th October following two successful Blue Light Breakfasts. These breakfasts held in residential homes allows colleagues and friends of a retired resident to meet and swing the lamp. Our branch believes this is a really good idea and wishes to help further with the initiative. Look out for further detail.
NARPO COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Our next full meeting is on Thursday 12th January 2023. 7.15pm for 7.30pm start at Little Park Street P.S. (Coventry Central). If you would like to raise an issue please let our secretary know.

Thursday 16th March is the following meeting and our AGM is on Thursday 13th April 2023.
NARPO HOLIDAYS
Bernie Cook has vacancies on the two holidays as attached. Please reply quickly if you wish to go to the Babbacombe holiday.

On behalf of your NARPO Committee

Have great Christmas and Happy New Year.

Ben.
